Management of spontaneous inhibitors in children with porcine factor VIII.
Acquired factor VIII (FVIII) inhibitors are rare, typically occurring in the postpartum period or in the elderly. Their occurrence in childhood is distinctly unusual. Acquired FVIII inhibitors are often life-threatening and refractory to treatment with high doses of human FVIII concentrate. Alternative strategies for control of haemostasis include the use of products with FVIII "bypassing" activity or porcine FVIII (pFVIII) concentrate if the pFVIII titre is sufficiently low (<10-20 porcine Bethesda Units). Corticosteroids and other immunosuppressive therapies are inconsistently effective in eliminating FVIII inhibitors. Accordingly, acquired FVIII inhibitors often require long-term haemostatic management.